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Institution-Oriented Regionalism in South Asia and its Effects on

Afghanistan (2007-2021)

Mohammad Musa Sadeq;i’

Abstract

Regionalism is a process in which political units cooperate in the framework of a joint institution and
take action to achieve common goals and deal with common threats. Simultaneously with the end of the
Cold War and the domination of the multipolar system over the international system, regionalism in
South Asia began with the formation of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation "SAARC".
This organization was inaugurated in 1985 with the participation of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, and Maldives, and finally, Afghanistan officially became a member in 2007.
Regionalism in the framework of an international institution can have positive or negative consequences
for the member countries. The main question is, what have been the effects of institution-oriented
regionalism in South Asia on Afghanistan? In this article, in response to this question, while reviewing
the conceptual and theoretical issues, the positive effects of SAARC membership for Afghanistan have
been examined and then, negative consequences have been addressed. The analysis method of this

research is descriptive-analytical and the library research method was used to collect data.

Key Words: Region, Regionalism, Institution-oriented, South Asia, SAARC, Afghanistan
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